The savine ointment is difficult to prepare ; it is often inert; it is expensive; it is not found in warm climates ; and I have sometimes known it contain a large quantity of acetate of copper, which is used to colour it, especially when it has lost its colour from long keeping; and which must surely do mischief, when long applied to an open sore, especially in children. Besides, the substitution of the Euphorbium for savine may allow of the latter being banished altogether from the pharmacopoeia, (as it is only used to make the ointment), which would leave no excuse for the apothecaries keeping it, by whom it will otherwise continue to be sold, and thus afford the instrument for the execution of those criminal offences for which it has so long been famous. 8, Hart Street, 3d March 1838.
